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September 9, 2011
Dear Sisters, Family and Friends,

We will celebrate, your love, Yahweh
Age on age our words proclaim your Love
For we claim that LOVE lasts forever,
Founded on your FAITHFULNESS.
Psalm 89

These words found on the cover of Sister Agnes McKeirnan’s Golden Jubilee booklet, represent her
life. She proclaimed that love and faithfulness to her Lord, throughout her long dedicated life, in her
own particular, professional, quiet, steady and private way. As she had lived, Sister Agnes died—
peacefully and quietly—in Maryknoll Residential Care, on September 5, 2011. She was just 25 days
short of her 101 birthday.

Agnes Cletus was born in Pomeroy, WA on October 1, 1910, to Rose (Jaspers) and Joseph Michael
McKeirnan. She had five brothers and three sisters. Her parents, four brothers and two sisters have
predeceased her. Her sister, Frances Moran and brother Joseph reside in Alaska and Washington,
respectively.

Agnes graduated from Pomeroy High School in 1928 and earned a Bachelor and Master of Arts in
English from the University of Idaho from 1928 to 1936. She received her Teachers’ Certificate
from Washington State. Essential to her was life-long learning. She attended Fordham University
for Modern Literature, and the University of Hawaii for team teaching. At Hong Kong University,
she studied Chinese Customs and at Chinese University, English Literature.

Sister taught for several years before entering Maryknoll Sisters Congregation on July 2, 1940. At
her Reception she was given the name of Sister Rose Eileen. She made her First Profession of Vows
in 1943, at the Maryknoll Sisters Center in NY, and her Final Vows on
March 7, 1946 in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Sister Agnes was assigned to Hawaii in 1943, two years after the
bombing of Pearl Harbour, during one of Hawaii’s most insecure and
traumatic, historial moments. She traveled the long trip by ship in
constant peril from enemy submarines. In Hawaii, Sister Agnes joined
the teaching staff at Maryknoll High School in the Punahou district of
Honolulu, struggling to keep the students interested in their studies
while they lived in constant fear of bombs tumbling down on them and
their school. In 1955 she was assigned to St. Anthony High School in
Wailuku, Maui, where she taught the upper high level classes. From
1960 to 1962 she taught at Chaminade College. After a brief stint, 1963 Sister Agnes McKeirnan
to 1964, teaching Literature at Maryknoll Teachers College at the Center 1910 - 2011







